
 

 

 

 41-41, שישי, שבת: 44-44ה': -, ג'11-1111441,פקס 11-2111111  ,טל'2411116 תל אביב,  11144ת.ד.  ,41ראשית חכמה 
14 Reshit Chochma St., PO Box 35411 Tel Aviv 6135302, Tel: 03-6043003 Fax: 03-5444893, info@dvirgallery.com, www.dvirgallery.com 

Yossi Breger 
Guide for the perplexed, Homonyms 

14.05.16 – 25.06.16 

In his current exhibition, Yossi Breger continues to explore the concept of “storyboarding” 
through language and image, examining sets of layouts that manifest the hidden formula 
of a whole through the sequencing of individual parts. Breger seeks to uncover the covert 
skeletal infrastructure that underlies each of the parts while governing their combination 
together. 

The Jewish philosopher Maimonides (Córdoba, Spain, 1135 or 1138 – Cairo, 1204), in the 
first part of his Guide to the Perplexed (Cairo, 1191), discusses a limited group of words 
with multiple meanings (homonyms). The words he discusses, while rudimentary and 
trivial seeming, are supposed to hold clues for a deeper understanding of the parables 
recounted in the biblical Book of Prophets, an understanding that can reconcile the 
apparent contradiction between scholarly knowledge as held by the believer and the non-
believer.  

Breger’s installation features 18 words selected from the first part of the Maimonides’s 
book, all taken from the 43 chapters (out of 76 in total) where he discusses at length either 
a single word or several of them. Each word appears on a paper, defined by a square of 
black ink – a shape that is both elemental and sophisticated and carries major cultural and 
scientific significances – with the whole sequence following the ordering of the words in 
Maimonides’s book. The whole that emerges uncovers an underlying structure that sheds 
light on several fundamental contours of human existence, drawing the outlines of an 
abstract body while touching on elements of life and culture, truth and proportion. 

Five out of the 18 words are highlighted, forming something of a “shortlist” that 
reformulates the underlying structure on an even higher, more succinct level than the one 
articulated by the larger group. (Yossi Breger: “face is the body, the physical; full is the 
thing we want, the passion; sadness is emotion, an exemplar of the feelings and the mind; 
chair is culture; and wind is nature”). 

According to Maimonides, the abstract concept of the whole constitutes a step in the way 
towards a higher understanding of the concept of deity. For Maimonides, this insight into 
the whole – a hidden formula underlying all things – is comparable to a lightning stroke or 
to momentary flashes that spark light in the great and inherent darkness. 

“Because there is a close affinity between these subjects [the natural elements] and 
metaphysics, and indeed they form part of its mysteries. Do not imagine that these most 
difficult problems can be thoroughly understood by any one of us. This is not the case. At 
times the truth shines so brilliantly that we perceive it as clear as day. Our nature and habit 
then draw a veil over our perception, and we return to a darkness almost as dense as 
before. We are like those who, though beholding frequent flashes of lightning, still find 
themselves in the thickest darkness of the night.” (Maimonides, from the introduction 
to Guide to the Perplexed; translated by Michael Friedländer, 1881. 
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